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Joan Mitchell,  Untitled, 1958
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Joan Mitchell (1925-1992)
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Untitled

MEDIUM
Oil on canvas
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20 ¼ x 21 ¼ in : 51.0 x 54.0 cm
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Acquired directly from the artist at her 
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Collection of Cecily Kahn
Private Collection, Europe
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Joan Mitchell

Joan Mitchell was a significant American abstract 
expressionist painter whose works are an 
inextricable part of post-war art history. Her unique 
style and artistic contributions, particularly in the 
realms of abstract expressionism and color field 
painting, are invaluable parts of both movements.

Born on February 12, 1925, in Chicago, Illinois, Joan 
Mitchell showed an early interest in art and creativity. 
She studied at Smith College in Massachusetts and 
later attended the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago, where she developed her artistic vision. 
Mitchell’s formative years were greatly influenced 
by the vibrant art scene in Chicago, which played a 
pivotal role in shaping her style and approach.

In the early 1950s, Joan Mitchell moved to New 
York City, where she became an integral part of the 
abstract expressionist movement that was sweeping 
through the art world. Abstract expressionism, 
characterised by its emphasis on spontaneous, 
gestural brushwork and the expression of emotional 
intensity, provided Mitchell with a platform 
to explore her own artistic voice. She quickly 
established herself as a prominent figure within 
this artistic milieu, alongside fellow artists Jackson 
Pollock, Willem de Kooning, and Mark Rothko. 
Mitchell’s works from this period are characterized 
by bold, energetic brushstrokes, vibrant colors, and 
a sense of movement and dynamism.

Her paintings often evoke a sense of raw emotion 
and intensity, reflecting her own inner turmoil 
and struggles. Despite the abstract nature of her 
works, Mitchell’s paintings are deeply personal and 

reflective of her own experiences and emotions. 
Throughout her career, Joan Mitchell continued 
to push the boundaries of abstract expressionism, 
experimenting with new techniques and styles 
while staying true to her artistic vision. Her works 
evolved over time, reflecting her own growth and 
development as an artist. Mitchell drew inspiration 
from a variety of sources, including nature, music, 
and poetry, which infused her works with a sense of 
vitality and depth.

In the 1960s, Joan Mitchell moved to France, where 
she lived and worked for much of her later life. The 
French countryside provided Mitchell with a new 
source of inspiration, as she immersed herself in 
the natural beauty and landscapes of the region. 
Her works from this period are marked by a more 
subdued color palette and a sense of serenity 
and contemplation, reflecting the influence of 
her surroundings. Despite her success and critical 
acclaim, Joan Mitchell remained somewhat on the 
fringes of the mainstream art world. While her male 
counterparts were often celebrated and recognised 
for their contributions to abstract expressionism, 
Mitchell’s work was sometimes overlooked or 
marginalised. However, over time, Mitchell’s legacy 
has been reevaluated and her importance within the 
art world has been acknowledged and celebrated.

Joan Mitchell’s impact on the art world extends far 
beyond her own works. As a female artist working 
in a male-dominated field, Mitchell paved the way 
for future generations of women artists to pursue 
their creative visions and make their mark on the 
art world.
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