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Georges Mathieu, Désaveu Intemporel, 1990



ARTIST
Georges Mathieu (1921-2012)

TITLE
Désaveu Intemporel

MEDIUM
Alkyd on canvas

DATE
1990

SIZE
45 x 57 ½ in : 114.0 x 146.0 cm

FRAME SIZE
46 ½ x 59 in : 118 x 149.9 cm

INSCRIPTIONS
Signed lower left “Mathieu” and titled on the 
back on the stretcher “Désaveu intemporel”

CERTIFICATION
Certified by Édouard Lombard, Director of the 
Georges Mathieu Committee and approved 
expert by C.E.C.O.A, under certificate GM 
90031 issued on 22/05/2021.

REFERENCE
AC24-20



Georges Mathieu

Georges Mathieu, born in 1921 in Boulogne-sur-
Mer, France, was a pioneering figure in post-war 
abstract art. Known for his dynamic and expressive 
style, Mathieu is often credited with founding 
Lyrical Abstraction, a movement that emphasised 
spontaneity, emotion, and the gestural application of 
paint. He studied literature and law at the University 
of Lille before turning to art in the 1940s, a transition 
that marked the beginning of an influential and 
prolific career.

Mathieu’s paintings are characterised by their 
vigorous, sweeping brushstrokes and intense 
energy. He often worked on large canvases, 
applying paint rapidly and directly from the tube or 
with unconventional tools, such as his fingers and 
large brushes. This technique created a sense of 
immediacy and movement, capturing the physical 
act of painting itself. His style was influenced by 
American Abstract Expressionism and Japanese 
calligraphy, blending Western and Eastern artistic 
traditions into a unique visual language.

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, Mathieu’s work 
gained international acclaim. He was a central figure 
in numerous exhibitions, including the 1952 Venice 
Biennale and the 1956 São Paulo Biennial, where his 
work was celebrated for its innovation and emotive 
power. One of his most notable performances was 
at the Sarah Bernhardt Theatre in Paris in 1956, 
where he completed a large-scale painting in front 
of a live audience, underscoring the performative 
aspect of his art.

In addition to his painting, Mathieu was an influential 
art theorist and critic. He wrote extensively on the 
philosophy of art and the role of the artist, arguing 

for the importance of emotion and intuition over 
rationality and technique. His writings and lectures 
helped to shape contemporary understandings of 
abstract art and its potential to convey profound 
human experiences.

Mathieu’s work is included in major public and 
private collections worldwide, such as the Museum 
of Modern Art in New York, the Centre Pompidou 
in Paris, and the Tate in London. His contributions 
to the art world were recognised with numerous 
awards and honours, including the French Legion of 
Honour.

Despite his success, Mathieu remained a controversial 
figure. His outspoken views on art and his theatrical 
approach to painting often polarised critics and 
audiences. However, his impact on the development 
of post-war abstract art is undeniable. He paved the 
way for future generations of artists to explore new 
forms of expression and to embrace the emotional 
and performative aspects of their practice.

Georges Mathieu’s legacy is marked by his relentless 
pursuit of innovation and his commitment to the 
emotive power of art. His work continues to inspire 
and challenge, inviting viewers to engage with the 
raw energy and spontaneity that define his paintings. 
Mathieu passed away in 2012, leaving behind a body 
of work that remains a testament to his vision and 
influence in the world of contemporary art.
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